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Dear parents and carers, 
 
Firstly, thank you to all of you for supporting our Hello Yellow charity day today in honour of young people’s 
mental health awareness.  It was lovely to see the school looking so bright and cheerful! 
This week, the children have been working really hard in lessons and have really settled into their new 
curriculum areas and expectations of learning for their new year groups.  They have also been making their 
Christmas cards – I know, how is this possible already! We do have to make them early so that they can be 
sent home for you to order any (should you wish) and then returned to school, sent off to the publisher and 
then made into the items ordered.  The deadline for ordering and returning the cards back to school is 14th 
October. 
This week we also saw some year 3 and 4 pupils take part in a sports festival at a local school.  They 
participated in a number of different games and sports – many that were completely new to the children.  A 
huge thank you to Mrs Currey, Miss Peek and Mr Monks for taking the children to this event.  They fed back 
how impressed they were with the children’s effort, enthusiasm and their impeccable behaviour.  I also 
received a message from a teacher at a different local school, who wanted to reach out to tell us just how 
impressed they were by our children’s outstanding behaviour – this made me very proud to hear and I shared 
it with the children in our celebration assembly today! 

    

 

 

Our values for October 

are:  Patience and Honesty

 ReResponsibiResp

oHappiness and Joy 
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Word of the Week for the week: 
For EYFS:  
Healthy 
 
For KS 1 and KS 2: 

 
 
 
Sign of the Week:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cornucopia (noun) also known as the horn of 

plenty—is a symbol of abundance, nourishment, and 
a bountiful harvest, traditionally depicted as a large 
horn-shaped container overflowing with fruits, 
vegetables, flowers, or nuts 
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School Uniform Reminders: 
A reminder of the link to purchase school uniform from the school: 
https://derwentsouthilluniform.co.uk/ 
Other key bits of information 

 Please ensure pupils have the correct school uniform and PE kit.  We do have quite a stock of 

second hand uniform if required – please ask at the school office about this.   

 Please remember coats now the weather is starting to cool off and get a bit wetter – please ensure 

all are named. 

 Please do remember water bottles.  Please ensure all are labelled.   

 School lunches continue to be provided by AIP.  Please use the school Food United app to order all 

meals by 8 am on the day otherwise the meal of jacket potato and beans will be served. 

 Please ensure you have booked and paid for all WAC sessions, Pre-School lunch sessions and 

chargeable sessions via Arbor in advance. 

As always, if you have any concerns, questions or issues, please do contact the office or SLT. 
Have a lovely weekend! 

 
Mrs Rimmer, Headteacher and the leadership team.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
Derwent Primary School Safeguarding 
safeguarding@derwentschool.co.uk 

 
Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Tenille Rimmer 
Deputy Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Chloe Bell, Mrs Sonya Read, Miss Hayley Kell and Mr Callum Masterson 
Safeguarding Governor: W.O. Sarah Tuckwell 
 
Do you have any safeguarding concerns regarding a child?  If so, please feel free to contact any of the above in confidence via 
the email address at the top.  This email is accessible by the above members of staff only. 

                    Headteacher Award 
      
Ladybirds: Jasper    
Caterpillars: Bryony                           
Hedgehogs: Elsie     
Squirrels: Jude    
Rabbits: Jenson     
Hares: Gracie 
Owls: Delilah 
Ravens: Sylvie-Rae        
Mice: Sebastian        
Voles: Fraser 
Foxes: Brodie 
Wildcats: Bryce        
Harriers: Alexie  
Kestrels: Hugo 
Eagles: Ella 
Hawks: Ahmad        

Certificates will go home with the children today 
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Dates for your diary *Please check here regularly for added dates throughout the year*  
 
Dates for your 2026/27 diary 
 
October 
Sunday 10th October – Letting - Car park in use between 2pm-4pm 
Thursday 15th October – Reception 2027 tours 10am, 2pm and 5pm – see the school website for more information on how 
to book a space on one of the tours or see below 
Tuesday 20th October – Parents Evening 3.45pm-6pm 
Wednesday 21st October – Parents Evening 3.45pm-6pm 
Friday 23rd October – Last day of term 
WC 26th October – half term 
 
November 
Monday 2nd November – First day back at school (whole school) 
Tuesday 3rd November – Year 6 Height and Weight check 
Wednesday 4th November – Flu Vaccination catch up session 
Tuesday 10th November - Odd Sock Day for anti-bullying week 
Wednesday 11th November – Remembrance Day 
Thursday 12th November - KS1 Multiskills Festival at Pix Brook 
Friday 13th November – Children in Need  

 
Why not look at the full calendar on the school website (https://www.derwentschool.co.uk/Calendar/). Here you will find 

what we have planned for the 2026/2027 Academic Year. 
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Please read 

Parents Evening 
We are pleased to share the dates and times for our Autumn Term Parents Evenings.  
 
Tuesday 20th October 
3:45pm - 6:05pm 
Last appointment: 5:55pm 
 
Wednesday 21st October 
3:45pm - 6:05pm 
Last appointment: 5:55pm 
 
Booking information: 
Bookings for Parents Evening appointments will go live on Tuesday 13th October at 6:00pm.  
 
Appointments are booked via Arbor. 
 
The booking system will remain open until Monday 19th October at 6:00pm, when bookings will close.  
 
Please check your Arbor access: 
To ensure you are ready to make your booking, please check that you are able to log in to Arbor before bookings go live.  
 

Vacancies  

We are currently advertising for a Clerk to Governors and Teaching Assistant to join our team. Please see link below to the 
vacancies should you or anyone you know be interested in applying for the positions. 

Derwent Primary School, Henlow, Bedfordshire | Teaching Jobs & Education Jobs | MyNewTerm 

Message from Afterschool Club 

A couple of friendly reminders from the Afterschool Club team: 

Breakfast Club drop-off 
When dropping your child off for breakfast club, please ensure that you are not parked directly in front of the entrance gate. This 
can prevent members of the wrap around care team from being able to unlock and access the car park entrance gate. 

Spare clothes & wipes 
If your child is prone to having the occasional accident, we kindly ask that you provide them with a bag of wipes and a change of 
spare clothes to keep with them at the club.  

Holiday club: Book Now for October Half Term – Derwent 

Our October half-term bookings are officially open! 

 

Children can look forward to an action-packed timetable featuring face painting, pumpkin carving and lots of other exciting 
Halloween-themed activities. 

Spaces are limited, so please book early to secure your child’s place. 

Book now: https://www.kidsholidaycamps.co.uk/ 

We look forward to seeing you this October half term! 
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Reception 2027 Open day: 

We’re delighted to invite prospective parents and carers to our Reception Open Day on Thursday 15th October 2026. 

Come and explore our welcoming, nurturing learning environment and meet our dedicated Early Years team. 

Tour Times: 

 10:00am 

 2:00pm 

Please note that the day time tours will be with our Year 6 students.  

Evening tour 

 5:00pm 

Please note that the evening tours will be with Senior Leadership Team. 

Where possible, we would ask that children do not attend these tours. 

Please confirm your attendance by using this link: https://forms.gle/Ze4qtUJXirDuG3Ai8 
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Many thanks to the Carlisle 
family for kindly donating pots 

and to the Miller family for their 
generous donation of bulbs. 
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