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Dear parents and carers,  

We have made it to the end of another school year, and what a year it has been. 

Firstly, I would like to thank all of you for your continued support, engagement and effort with all that we ask 
of you.  I know we may not always get all decisions right and we won’t please everybody all of the time but 
please know that we always try our best and every single child in the school is at the heart of the decisions 
we make.  Everything we choose to do is for their benefit.   

I would secondly like to thank all of the staff.  They work tirelessly in whatever role they do in school to ensure 
the children are safe, are care for, have fun and enjoy their time in school and they are the best team in the 
world to work alongside.  I honestly could not do my job without them, they make my role easier.  It is an 
absolute privilege to work alongside them.  They truly deserve all of the thanks and lovely messages they have 
been receiving from you and a well-earned rest! 

Finally, a thank you to the children.  They make us proud every day with their spirit, engagement, focus and 
progress.  They make me smile daily and nothing is better than watching them grow and develop over the 
years in to the wonderful young people they become by the time they get to year 6. 

For those children, in year groups other than year 6, who are leaving us today, we wish you so much luck and 
happiness for your future.  We hope you look back on your time at Derwent fondly. 

For year 6, I told you all just how much we would miss you both in your leavers’ assembly and our final 
celebration assembly today.  You are a wonderful bunch and you have made us so proud both academically, 
in your amazing SATs results, and in everything else that you have done.  Your performance of Robin Hood 
was outstanding.  You are wonderful role models to the younger pupils and have demonstrated exactly what 
it means to be year 6, the top of the primary school.  Good luck in all of your future endeavours – we will miss 
you!  Thank you to all of the parents who also contributed to a great send off with a party, ice-cream van and 
numerous treats and gifts. 

We also have some staff leaving us today so I need to write a few words of thanks about these wonderful 
human beings also.  Mrs Sidoli, our front of house face, has been such a wonderful addition to the school and 
we are going to miss her smiling face terribly.  She is always so bright, welcoming and friendly and we are 
grateful for everything she has done for us.  Mrs Paine, our wonderful Ladybirds’ teacher is retiring.  She has 
made such a difference in our pre-school and every year gives the children the best start they could ask for to 
their schooling.  The effort she goes to ensure the children are happy and engaged is unbelievable and we will 
really miss her.  Miss Bell, although not leaving us permanently – she isn’t allowed to – she is off on maternity 
leave from today.  We wish her and her family so much joy and happiness with their new addition and can’t 
wait to meet her when she arrives! 

 

 

Our value for July is: 

Happiness and Joy 

 

http://www.derwentschool.co.uk/


Issue No 39: 
Friday 17th July 2026  

 

Web site:  www.derwentschool.co.uk   Tel: 01462 812047 E-Mail:  derwent@derwentschool.co.uk 

Finally, and this person gets a paragraph all of their own, Mrs Barlow.  She has been with us for a little over 
three years but the impact and difference she has made to this school is immeasurable.  We have become an 
even greater place than we were already and this is down to her guidance and leadership.  They are very big 
shoes to fill but I am so excited, honored and proud to be able to follow on from her and will ensure the school 
stays every bit as wonderful as it is now. 

PTA updates: 

A Message from Your PTA 
 
As another fantastic school year comes to an end, we'd like to take a moment to thank everyone who has 
supported the PTA. Whether you've attended an event, volunteered your time, donated prizes, bought raffle 
tickets or simply enjoyed an ice lolly at one of our sales, every contribution has helped make a real difference 
to the children at Derwent. 
Over the past three academic years, together we have raised an incredible £16,279.41 (after event expenses). 
Of that, £15,698.54 has been invested directly back into enriching school life for our pupils.  

Academic 

Year 

Funds Raised 

(After Expenditure) 

Invested in Pupil 

Enrichment 

2023/24 £5,652.98 £4,720.31 

2024/25 £5,156.53 £4,490.72 

2025/26 £5,623.04 £6,487.51 

Total £16,432.55 £15,698.54 

 
We've recently met with Mrs Rimmer to explore further opportunities for the PTA to enhance and enrich the 
experiences of pupils across the school. We'll continue to work closely with her over the summer holidays and 
into September to identify priorities and confirm how the PTA can best support the school in the coming year. 
Thanks to your generosity, we've been able to fund a wide range of projects and experiences, including: 

 New playground equipment 

 An exciting dinosaur visit that brought learning to life 

 Christmas gifts and Easter eggs for all the children 

 Christmas pantomimes for all students to watch 

 Compost for the Gardening Club. 

 Classroom fans to keep pupils comfortable during warmer weather 

 Playground shades to provide shelter from the sun 

 New playground markings to encourage active play 

 Goal posts, netball nets and bibs to support sport and physical activity 

 New books for the school library 

 ...and so much more. 

Seeing the enjoyment these opportunities bring to the children makes every event, meeting and fundraising 
challenge worthwhile. None of it would have been possible without the support of our wonderful families, 
dedicated staff, generous local businesses and our fantastic team of volunteers. Thank you for helping us 
create experiences and memories that will stay with our children for years to come. 
As some of you may know, this year we've been co-chairing the PTA while also continuing in our roles as 
Secretary and Treasurer. After much thought, we've decided that the time is right for us to step down from 
these committee roles in September. While we're handing over these responsibilities, we won't be going far! 
We'll remain active members of the PTA and will be on hand to support those taking on these roles, helping 
to ensure a smooth transition and continuing to support the fantastic work of the PTA. 
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It has been a privilege to be part of the PTA, and we're incredibly proud of everything we've achieved 
together.  
The PTA is always looking for new volunteers, and we'd love to see some new faces join this wonderful team. 
Whether you can spare a few hours at an event, help behind the scenes or would be interested in taking on a 
committee role, every contribution makes a real difference. 
If you'd like to find out more about getting involved, please email us at pta@derwentschool.co.uk. We'd love 
to hear from you and help you discover just how rewarding being part of the PTA can be. 
Thank you once again for all your support. 
Emily & Corinne 
On behalf of the whole of Derwent Primary School, we want to extend our thanks to both Emily and Corinne for the 
amazing job they have done.  Giving up so much time and energy to raise money for the school to ensure all children 
benefit – they really have been amazing.  I am glad they are not leaving the PTA completely and can help support the 
new team to follow on in their footsteps. 
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Word of the Week for the week: 

For EYFS:  
plants 

For KS 1 and KS 2:  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Culmination refers to the final, often 
climactic end point or result of a process, 
development, or long period of work. It 
represents the highest or crowning 
achievement of an endeavour.  
 
The culmination of a year’s hard work. 
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Sign of the Week:  

 
 
Have a wonderful summer with your families and we will see you back here on Monday 7th September. 

 
Mrs Rimmer Head of School and the leadership team.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    Star Awards      
Ladybirds:  Arthur     
Caterpillars: Whole Class   
Hedgehogs: Whole Class  
Squirrels: Tommy 
Rabbits: Whole Class  
Hares: Whole Class    
Owls: Wilfred    
Ravens: Ronnie  
Mice: River-Mae  
Voles: Whole Class      
Foxes: Olivia-Rose   
Wildcats: Whole Class    
Harriers: Lyra   
Kestrels: Whole Class             
Eagles: Whole Class      
Hawks: Lilia     

Certificates will go home with the children today 
 

http://www.derwentschool.co.uk/


Issue No 39: 
Friday 17th July 2026  

 

Web site:  www.derwentschool.co.uk   Tel: 01462 812047 E-Mail:  derwent@derwentschool.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

  
Derwent Primary School Safeguarding 
safeguarding@derwentschool.co.uk 

 
Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Samantha Barlow 
Deputy Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Tenille Rimmer, Mrs Chloe Bell, Mrs Sonya Read, Miss Hayley Kell and Mr Callum Masterson 
Safeguarding Governor: W.O. Sarah Tuckwell 
 
Do you have any safeguarding concerns regarding a child?  If so, please feel free to contact any of the above in confidence via 
the email address at the top.  This email is accessible by the above members of staff only. 

Dates for your diary *Please check here regularly for added dates throughout the year*  
 
Dates for your 2025/26 diary 
September 
3rd September – Inset Day 
4th September – Inset Day 
7th September – All Children back to school  
 
Why not look at the full calendar on the school website (https://www.derwentschool.co.uk/Calendar/). Here you will find 
what we have planned for the 2026/2027 Academic Year. 
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Please read 

 
Wrap Around Care and Pre-school sessions 2026/27 

Please note that bookings will go live for you to book any wrap around care sessions and pre-school 
lunch/chargeable sessions from midnight on the 1st September 2026. 

Any existing bookings for 2025/26 will NOT roll over from September so please ensure that you have booked 
your child in for their sessions. 

If you are going to be paying with childcare vouchers, please let Mrs Fowler know (wac@derwentschool.co.uk) 
ASAP so that she is able to set your account to ‘pay with vouchers’. 

If you have any difficulty in booking your sessions or logging in to Arbor, please 
email wac@derwentschool.co.uk and we will respond to your email upon our return to the office on the 
3rd and 4th September. 

Please see attached to this dojo a reminder of the WAC terms and conditions for your information along with 
the Arbor quick guide to booking sessions which you might find useful. This information can also be found on 
our school website https://www.derwentlower.org.uk/Parents/After-School-Club/ 

Please can we also reiterate that your Arbor account should always be in credit and not in arrears. If your 
account is in arrears, you may risk your sessions being cancelled. 

There have also been improvements made to card payments in Arbor. You will now be able to enter and save 
your card details and pay by Apple or Google Pay on your desktop. 

Vacancies at Derwent  
We are advertising for a Clerk and Admin Assistant to join our team from September 2026. Please see links 
below to the vacancies should you or anyone you know be interested in applying for the positions. 
Clerk link - https://mynewterm.com/jobs/109457/EDV-2026-DPS-71793 
Admin Assistant job - https://mynewterm.com/jobs/109457/EDV-2026-DPS-86869 
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