
RE and World Views Policy  

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES:  

Religion and Worldviews education enables children to investigate and reflect on some of the most fundamental 
questions asked by people. At Derwent and Southill Federation we develop the children’s knowledge and 
understanding of the major world faiths, and we address the fundamental questions in life.  We enable children 
to develop a sound knowledge of world religions, especially those that are the main faiths of children within our 
school. Children reflect on what it means to have a faith and to develop their own spiritual knowledge and 
understanding. We help the children learn from religions as well as about religions.   

The aims of Religion and Worldviews are to help children:   

• Develop an awareness of spiritual and moral issues in life experiences;   

• Develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and other major world religions and value 
systems found in Britain;   

• Develop an understanding of what it means to be committed to a religious tradition;   

• Be able to reflect on their own experiences and to develop a personal response to the 
fundamental questions of life;   

• Develop an understanding of religious traditions and to appreciate the cultural differences in 
Britain today;   

• Develop investigative and research skills and to enable them to make reasoned judgements about 
religious issues;   

• Have respect for other peoples’ views and to celebrate the diversity in society.   

THE LEGAL POSITION OF RELIGION AND WORLDVIEW EDUCATION (RVW):  

Our school curriculum for religious education meets the requirements of the 1988 Education Reform 
Act(ERA). The ERA stipulates that religious education is compulsory for all children, including those in the 
reception class who are less than five years old.   

The ERA allows parents to withdraw their child from Religion and Worldviews classes if they so wish, 
although this should only be done once the parents have given written notice to the school governors.  The 
ERA also allows teachers to refuse to teach religious education, but only after they have given due notice of 
their intention to the school governors.   

The Religion and Worldviews curriculum forms an important part of our school’s spiritual, moral and social 
teaching. It also promotes education for citizenship. Our school RVW curriculum is based on the SACRE Agreed 
Syllabus and it meets all the requirements set out in that document. The ERA states that the Religion and 
Worldviews syllabus should reflect the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian, 
and that it should, at the same time, take account of the teachings and practices of other major religions.   

TEACHING AND LEARNING STYLE:  

We base our teaching and learning style in Religion and Worldviews on the key principle that good teaching in 
RWV allows children both to learn about religious traditions and to reflect on what the religious ideas and 
concepts mean to them. Our teaching enables children to extend their own sense of values and promotes their 
spiritual growth and development. We encourage children to think about their own views and values in relation 
to the themes and topics studied in the Religion and Worldviews curriculum.   
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Our teaching and learning in RWV enable children to build on their own experiences and extend their knowledge 
and understanding of religious traditions. We use their experiences at religious festivals such as Easter, Eid, 
Diwali and Pesach (amongst many others) to develop their religious thinking.   

Derwent and Southill Federation organises visits to local places of worship and invites representatives of local 
religious groups (such as Open The Book) to come into school and talk to the children.  We create 
opportunities for representatives from all faiths or those with none, to visit the schools.  There are also 
spiritual, moral and philosophical assemblies based on OneDecision resources and on the Picture News which 
is shown to the children each week.  

Through our use of the SACRE RE scheme of work, children learn about a wide range of religious topics.  They 
study “Big Questions” within religious faiths and also compare the religious views of different faith groups on 
topics such as rites of passage or festivals. Children have opportunities to discuss religious and moral issues 
amongst themselves as well as with visitors, and are given the opportunity to share their thoughts and ideas 
with other members of the school in assemblies and in class.  

Derwent and Southill Federation holds special festival assemblies to celebrate the religions in the school.  
Children are asked to share their experiences of religion and what it may mean to them or to others with the 
rest of the school during such assemblies.  Links to these can be found in the EY curriculum in Understanding 
the World and in RE and assemblies between Y1 and Y6 in Derwent and Y1 to Y4 in Southill. 

We recognise the fact that all classes in our school have children of widely differing backgrounds, including 
those seeking asylum and refugees, so we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children.  

We do this in class and in assemblies through: -  

• Setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses;   

• Grouping the children and providing scaffolding where necessary;   

• Using classroom assistants to support the work of individuals or groups of children 

• Offer pupils with EAL or other challenges opportunities to work in their own language where 
possible using online resources  

CURRICULUM PLANNING IN RELIGION AND WORLDVIEWS:  

We plan our Religion and Worldviews curriculum in accordance with the SACRE’s Agreed Syllabus. We ensure that 
the topics studied in Religion and Worldviews build upon prior learning. We offer opportunities for children of all 
abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in each unit, and we ensure that the planned progression built into 
the scheme of work offers the children an increasing challenge as they move through the school.   

Individual lesson plans for each unit/topic have been prepared for class teachers and list the specific learning 
objectives (WALT) for that lesson. Each class has a copy of all the units for their year group and plans are often 
discussed on an informal basis with the subject leader. All plans are available to staff on the shared network for 
ease of access and modification.   

FOUNDATION STAGE:  

Religion and Worldviews are taught to all children. In the Foundation Stage, children are taught through 
festivals that are relevant to the specific cohort as they take place throughout the year.   

As the Reception Team work under the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum, we relate the Religious 
Education aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out under the Personal, Social and Emotional  
Development (PSED) and Knowledge and Understanding of the World (KUW) areas which are crucial to the 
development and progress of all pupils at this stage.   

Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and Citizenship  
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Through our RVW lessons, we teach the children about the values and moral beliefs that underpin individual 
choices of behaviour. So, for example, we contribute to the discussion of topics such as smoking, drugs and 
health education. We also promote the values and attitudes required for citizenship in a democracy by teaching 
respect for others and the need for personal responsibility. In general, by promoting tolerance and 
understanding of other people, we enable children to appreciate what it means to be positive members of our 
pluralistic society. Our PSHE curriculum resource which links to this is OneDecision and an overview is available 
on the school’s websites.  

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development – please see SMSC policy ​
Through teaching Religion and  Worldviews in our school, we provide opportunities for spiritual development. 
Children consider and respond to questions concerning the meaning and purpose of life. We help them to 
recognise the difference between right and wrong through the study of moral and ethical questions. We 
enhance their social development by helping them to build a sense of identity in a multicultural society. Children 
explore issues of religious faith and values and by doing so they develop their knowledge and understanding of 
the cultural context of their own lives.   

Derwent and Southill Federation has been involved in charity projects that offer the children the opportunity to 
learn about and support others in need. These are widely promoted for families using Class Dojo.   

Values Education   

Derwent and Southill Federation is values led and these underpin our Behaviour Policy as well as the 
monthly assemblies led by a local religious leader in both schools. This allows children to focus on their 
value and learn in a respectful manner which is fundamental to the study of religions and religious practices.   

TEACHING RELIGION AND WORLDVIEWS TO CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL EDUCATION NEEDS (SEN)  

At our schools we teach Religion and Worldviews to all children, whatever their ability. It forms part of the school 
curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. Through our Religion and 
Worldviews teaching we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make progress. We do this by 
setting suitable learning challenges and responding to each child’s different needs. Assessment against the 
National Curriculum allows us to consider each child’s attainment and progress against expected levels.   

If a child has Special Educational Needs (SEN) we adapt our curriculum via – classroom organisation, teaching 
materials, teaching style, adapted teaching and appropriate content – so that we can take some additional or 
different action to enable the child to learn more effectively. This ensures that our teaching is matched to the 
child’s needs.  

We enable pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning Religion and Worldviews.  
Where children are to participate in activities outside the classroom, for example, a visit to a Sikh temple, we 
carry out a risk assessment prior to the activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for all pupils. 
This is done via the Central Bedfordshire online Risk Assessment Platform, EVOLVE.​
 
ASSESSMENT AND RECORDING:  

We assess children’s work in Religion and Worldviews by making informal judgments as we observe them during 
lessons and marking the work after the lesson. We mark a piece of work once it has been completed and we 
comment as necessary; on misconceptions or for an assessed piece of RWV work (this is usually termly at the 
end of a unit).   

MONITORING AND REVIEW:  

Class teachers are responsible for assessing and monitoring pupil’s progress in this subject area. The RWV 
subject leader is responsible for monitoring the standards of the pupil’s work and the quality of the teaching 
in Religion and Worldviews through annual work scrutinies, pupil interviews and lesson observations. They 
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are also responsible for supporting colleagues in the teaching of Religion and Worldviews on request and 
through staff meetings.   

Withdrawal from Religion and Worldviews lessons/trips:   

Parents have the legal right to withdraw pupils from Religion and Worldviews but this must be discussed with 
the Headteacher and requested in writing. (A class teacher cannot make the decision to allow a child or the 
parent or carer of the child to withdraw from Religion and Worldviews lessons). The negative implications will 
be highlighted to the parent (for example, missing lessons that may link to other subject areas, for example, 
Literacy lessons, which may have an impact on the pupil’s progress and learning), as well as issues of 
discrimination. The withdrawal of a child from Religion and Worldviews lessons should be the last resort as 
RWV is an important part of learning and understanding about the world and community.   

 

 

Signed: Neil Parsons (Chair of Governors)​
​
​
Date policy reviewed:September 2026​
Date of review: September 2027 
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